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enemy wing ought to be assaulted, what objective ought
to be given to the decisive attack. In these various
cases, tactics must start from an initial situation often
far from favourable and make the best possible use of
it, in order to carry out the decisive attack successfully
in spite of all. Tactics still remain able to ensure those
results provided the commander takes special disposi-
tions by measure^ so to speak, ajad avoids indulging in
general and theoretical dispositions which, having been
selected in advance, cannot fit the special circumstances
of the case.

Finally, and with reservation of the advantages men-
tioneiabove, decisive attack must not, in the battle of
to-mffrow, be made to take place indifferently on any
point of the line; whatever theory may teach, such
a point may be imposed on us either by our own
requirements, or by the enemy's mo^lments.